








LETTER FROM THE

DIRECTOR

After a few years of pandemic-
necessitated low levels of activity, it
was a busy year for CISAR. With
renewed vigour, we collaborated with
various departments and community
organizations to host a variety of
events that disseminated research and
events on South Asia. There was much
to reflect on this year, from the floods
in Pakistan and state responses to the
pandemic in India, and other ongoing

structural  issues  of  perpetual
importance  including  Indigenous
dispossession and caste

discrimination. This report provides an
overview of our activities this year.

Our  events brought  together
audiences from across the university
community and beyond. They spanned
diverse  formats, including film
screenings, talks, discussions, book
events and an academic symposium.
Taking
advancements made in technological
capabilities during the pandemic,
many of our events were accessible,

advantage of the

either hybrid in format or entirely
online, allowing

speakers and audience members to
participate from all over the world.
Multiple events were part of
undergraduate syllabi and witnessed
high student attendance. In what was
a memorable get together, several
students, faculty and staff
commemorated Mother Languages
Day by sharing poetry, music and
thoughts in and about their own
languages to a very diverse group
consisting South Asians and others.
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. many of our events were
accessible, either hybrid in
format or entirely online,
allowing speakers and audience
members to participate from all
over the world.

In addition to various collaborations
with departments and centres across
campus, we had meaningful
opportunities to work with a host of
community organizations including
Chetna Association of Canada,
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HIGHLIGHTS:
STEPS TOWARDS ADDRESSING

CASTE-BASED DISCRIMINATION

This year, CISAR strengthened connections with South Asian community
organizations in BC to bring attention to caste-based discrimination. CISAR was
one of the co-sponsors of an international conference on Caste in Higher Ed
organized by Equality Labs. In collaboration with Equality Labs and the Poetic
Justice Foundation, we hosted a talk with activist and author Thenmozhi
Soundararajan on her book The Trauma of Caste: A Dalit Feminist Meditation on
Survivorship, Healing, and Abolition.

CISAR, Chetna and the Ambedkarite International Coordination Society (AICS)
worked together through the year to co-host an academic symposium associated
with Dr. Ambedkar Equality Day in April 2023. The goal of the symposium was to
provide a forum for thinkers to gather and reflect on the progress made and
challenges experienced over the past twenty years since the International Dalit
Conference was hosted in Vancouver in May 2003.

In the run-up to the symposium, CISAR had the honour of playing host as Chetna
and AICS observed Mahaparinirwan Diwas to pay homage to Dr. BR Ambedkar on
his 66th death anniversary in December 2022. On the occasion, CISAR was
presented a portrait of Dr. Ambedkar by the family of artist Shital Anmol. A month
later, in January 2023, CISAR collaborated with Chetna to host a documentary
screening on caste discrimination in higher education institutions in India. We
have not come here to die, a documentary by Deepa Dhanraj, covered the
circumstances and events surrounding PhD scholar Rohith Vemula's death at the
University of Hyderabad in 2016.

All these events related to caste discrimination have been aimed at increasing
public awareness of the issue, with the ultimate goal of including caste as a
protected category in institutions across BC. We are inspired by similar
mobilizations and outcomes in the Toronto District School Board, Carleton
University's academic association, the City of Burnaby and several universities in
the U.S.

5






















































CISAR CO-SPONSORED EVENTS

CASTE IN HIGHER EDUCATION CONFERENCE
OCTOBER 14-15 2022 | 10 AM PST

In partnership with Equality Labs and the National Academic Coalition for Caste
Equity (NACCE), CISAR successfully hosted the first national conference on caste in
higher education featuring leading student activists, academics, community
organizers, union members, higher education staff and administrators, and civil
rights leaders, all committed to advancing caste equity in colleges and
universities. The conference focused on increasing understanding of caste issues
and offering practical solutions to support caste-oppressed students, staff, and
faculty. Participants engaged in dynamic discussions, workshops, and panels,
emphasizing the necessity of fostering inclusive educational environments and
implementing comprehensive caste protections. CISAR is honored to have played
a role in this pioneering conference, reaffirming our commitment to addressing
caste-based discrimination and promoting equity in higher education.

STATE-LEVEL RESPONSES TO THE COVID-19

PANDEMIC IN INDIA:
LEARNINGS FROM MAHARASHTRA AND TAMIL NADU
OCTOBER 27 2022 | 9 AM PST

UBC Health and CISAR co-sponsored an interactive dialogue session as part of the
Health After 2020 program. The session focused on state-level responses to
COVID-19, especially in localities across Tamil Nadu and Maharashtra, with
researchers Veena Sriram, Peter Berman, Girija Vaidyanathan, and Sarthak
Gaurav sharing their findings. The discussion highlighted the role of institutions,
governance, and politics in pandemic responses, offering insights for
strengthening public health systems globally. Participants engaged in an engaging
discussion on scopes to improve decision-making for future health emergencies,
drawing valuable lessons from India's experience during the global pandemic.

22 O









