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About the Centre 

The Centre for Japanese Research (CJR) 

website: cjr.iar.ubc.ca 

CJR promotes a wide variety of topics dealing with Japan and its relationship with the global com-

munity. It is also engaged in various activities that encourage personal and organizational interac-

tions between Canada and Japan. It accepts academic and other visiting researchers from universi-

ties, governments and international organizations who are interested in research on Japan. 
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CJR Seminar Series 2016-17 

 

JANUARY 2017 
JAN 11 | "Globalized Pedagogy: A Case Study of an  

Internationalized University in Japan" (CJR Lunchtime Lecture 

Series) 

By Tomoyo Okuda (Ph.D. Candidate, Department of Language 

and Literacy Education) 

JAN 20 | "Welcome to Washington Heights American Towns and 

Americanization in Occupied Japan" 

By Jeff Hanes (University of Oregon) 

JAN 20 |  “UBC 2017 OPEN HOUSE RECEPTION” 

FEBRUARY 2017 
FEB 7 | “How Much Difference is There Between Japan and Chi-

na in Terms of Aesthetics?” 

By Masahiro Hamashita (Kobe College) 

FEB 8 | “What Does it Mean to "Abolish" a Language? - Some 

Thoughts on Mori Arinori and Shiga Naoya” (CJR Lunchtime  

Lecture Series) 

By Christina Yi, (Assistant Professor, Department of Asian  

Studies) 

FEB 15 |  “Genealogy of three Principles of the Constitution of  

Japan: Sovereignty of the people, Fundamental Human Rights, 

and Pacifism” 

By Masahiro Nakano (Aoyama Gakuin University) 

FEB 17 | “Japan’s Vision for the East Asian Security Order”  

By Ryo Sahashi (Kanagawa University) 

FEB 26 | International Institutions: 国際公務員就職ガイダンス 

By First Secretary Keisuke Fukuda (Permanent Mission of Japan 

to the United Nations 

MARCH 2017 
MAR 7 | “Australia—Japan Security Relations” 

By Thomas Wilkins (Sydney University) 

MAR 8 | “Four Women—Four Lovers—Four Documents: female 

bodies and voices in Kishida Rui’s play Four Let-

ters” (CJR Lunchtime Lecture Series) 

By Colleen Lanki, (Artistic Director, TomoeArts / Ph.D. Student, 

Department of Theatre and Film) 

MAR 8 |  “Tohoku Earthquake and Fukushima Nuclear Accident 

6th anniversary” | Film Showing 

MAR 22 |  “Young Women’s Citizenization in Post-Disaster  

Tohoku: Reconstructing Hope, Equality, and Inclusive Community 

through Diverse Women’s Empowerment” (CJR Lunchtime  

Lecture Series)  

By Natasha Fox (Ph.D. Student, Department of Geography) 

MAR 29 | Seminar TBA 

By Itsuko Yamaguchi (University of Tokyo) 

APRIL 2017 
APRIL 11 | "Explaining Exceptionality: Care and Migration Policies 

in Japan and South Korea" By Ito Pwng (London School of Eco-

nomics) 

APRIL 12 | "Borderwork: Migration and Territory in East Asia" 

By Naomi Chi and Edward Boyle  

 
 
SEPTEMBER 2016 
SEPT 23 | "IS TPP DEAD? The Future of International Trade Law" 

By Ichiro Araki (Yokohama National University) 

SEPT 27 | “From Imperial Engineers to Development Consultants: 

Japanese Engineers and the Post-Colonial, Cold War System of 

Development in South Korea.” 

By Aaron Moore (Arizona State University) 

SEPT 28 | "Real and Imaginary Storytelling: How Digital Humani-

ties Construct the Ideas of Historicity (A Case of Japanese Histo-

ry)" 

By Tomoko L. Kitagawa (University of California, Berkeley) 

SEPT 29 | “Sex and the Stereoscopic City in Kanshi: Mori Ōgai 

and Niigata” 

By John Timothy Wixted (Arizona State University) 

OCTOBER 2016 
OCT 5 | “Revisiting Ginza Bricktown: The Politics of Urban Space 

in Early Meiji Tokyo” 

By Tristan Grunow (Department of History, UBC) 

OCT 13—26 | Japan Studies Association of Canada (JSAC) 2016 

Annual Conference 

OCT  25 |  "2017 Japan Exchange and Teaching (JET) Pro-

gramme Recruiment - A Chance to Live, Work, and Learn in  

Japan" 

By Consulate General of Japan 

OCT 25 | "Asian Library Japanese-Language Book Club - ねむ

り NEMURI BY HARUKI MURAKAMI" 

By Katsuhiko Imai (MA student in Department of Asian Studies) 

OCT 28 | "Walk on Canada, Talk on Japan" 

By Ambassador Ichiro Fujisaki 

NOVEMBER 2016 
NOV 2 | "Critical Ethnography of Decorative Rebellion: Japanese 

Girls Subculture in Harajuku (CJR Lunchtime Lecture Series) 

By: Atsumi Nakao (Ph.D. student, Asian Studies) 

NOV 3 | "Activism for Harmony? Immigrant Rights’ Activism and 

Xenophobic Activism in Japan" 

By Apichai W. Shipper (Georgetown University) 

NOV 9 |  “Japan’s `Quality Service’: Can Omotenashi be a source 

of Japan’s soft power?” 

By: Takamichi Mito (Kwansei Gakuin University) 

NOV 10 | “日本の企業に就職を希望する留学生が 知っておくべき

「就活・ニッポンの常識」Master the rules of Japanese 

SHUKATSU ! “ 

By Akinori Nakamura (Visiting Professor from Nagoya University) 

NOV 21 | Disaster Reduction Roundtable for Enhancing  

Resilience 

By Ministry of State for Emergency Preparedness / Consulate 

General Japan / CJR 
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Presenter  Institution 

Austin Uzama   University of British Columbia  

Aya Fujiwara   University of Alberta  

Carin Holroyd   University of Saskatchewan  

David W. Edgington  University of British Columbia  

Jackie F. Steele   University of Tokyo  

Jacob Kovalio   Carleton University  

James Tiessen   Ryerson University  

James White   University of Sheffield, UK|(live in Toronto)  

Jeffrey Hall   Waseda University  

Jeffrey Kucharski   Kyoto University  

Kamila Kolpashnikova  University of British Columbia  

Kaori Ishii   Ryerson University  

Ken Coates   University of Saskatchewan  

Ken Gordon   CIBC Wood-Gundy  

Kiwa Nakano   Daito Bunka University  

Leighton Wilks   University of Calgary  

Leslie Tkach-Kawasaki  University of Tsukuba  

 

Presenter  Institution 

Masato Suzuki   Ichikawa City Council  

Millie Creighton   University of British Columbia  

Natasha Fox   University of British Columbia  

Noriko Yabuki-Soh  York University  

Norio Ota   York University  

Richard Beason   University of Alberta  

Robert Mamada   Arizona State University  

Shigenori Matsui   University of British Columbia  

Shinya Nagasaki   McMaster University  

Teri Bryant   University of Calgary (retired)  

Tim Reiffenstein   Mount Allison University  

Tom Waldichuk   Thompson Rivers University  

Vikas Mehrotra   University of Alberta  

X. Jie Yang   University of Calgary  

Yuki Ohsawa   University of British Columbia  

Yuko Shibata   University of British Columbia  

Spotlight on JSAC 2016 

President of JSAC   David  W. Edgington 

Chair of Organizing Committee Shigenori Matsui 

Keynote Address 1   John Owen Haley 

Keynote Address 2   Chizuko Ueno  
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People 

CJR Core Team 

    Dr. Shigenori Matsui 

Professor, UBC  

Peter Allard School of Law 

Director of CJR 

 

Savannah Li 

CJR student assistant  

Student, UBC   

Junna Hagiwara 

CJR student assistant  

Student, UBC   

Emi Ikai 

CJR student assistant  

Student, UBC   

http://jsac2016.arts.ubc.ca/conference-organization/www.allard.ubc.ca/faculty-staff/shigenori-matsui
https://ca.linkedin.com/in/savannahli
https://ca.linkedin.com/in/savannahli
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The Centre for Japanese Research (CJR) hosted over 30 events during the academic 

year of 2016-2017. This includes the JSAC Conference of 2016 which was hosted at 

UBC this past year, 8 CJR Lunchtime Lecture Series, 3 collaborative events with the 

Consulate General of  Japan, and 2 collaborative events with student club UBC Japan 

Career Network. CJR has also sponsored events with the UBC Library, Department of 

Asian Studies, and the Institute of Asian Research.  

Next year, the Centre plans to host a Video Game Conference to share the Japanese 

gaming  and technology industry’s achievements and future ideas. The Centre also 

wishes to continue collaborating with different entities to broaden its scope of activity 

and connections. An area for further improvement would be increasing undergraduate 

student involvement and participation in the Centre’s events.  

The Centre for Japanese Research will continue its role across  campus as a place to 

find out about Japan, to support a range of Japanese studies and activities, and to bring 

together scholars from diverse department and faculties into productive conversation . 

 

Looking Ahead 
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