
Center for Chinse Research 2021-2023 Events Report 

Introduction: 

Over the past two years, the Center for Chinese Research (CCR) has hosted and 
sponsored a menagerie of events in various formats. This report will highlight some of 
these past events and provide a vignette of the CCR's capabilities. 

Events:  

Online Symposium:  

From November 2021 to March 2022, the CCR hosted four online symposiums on 
topics related to Chinese politics and history. All of them were moderated by Dr. 
Timothy Cheek, the co-director of the CCR, and joined by experts on the subject matter. 
These four symposiums are:  



 

Recordings of these symposiums are also available online and can be accessed by the 
public on YouTube. You can find the links below:  

Seeing Like an Empire  

Like Spring Drizzle Falling Without a Sound 

The Rise and Fall of Imperial China 

How to Overcome Diversity and Create Homogeneity 

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TOos8HO1oAY
https://youtu.be/X4qqWv8LAIo
https://youtu.be/bZk-eO8lhDM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eEI9Jdw6C9E


International Conference:  

Between September 9 and 11th, 2022, an international conference, “How is China 
Governed? From Ming Statecraft to Xi’s New Era,” was held in honour of professor 
emeritus Timothy Brook’s work and his retirement from full-time teaching.  

Panellists, mainly historians and political scientists, presented topics related to Chinese 
governance during the Ming dynasty (1368-1644), the Ming in the world of its day, and 
Ming legacies up to the present. Commentators of different backgrounds—including an 
early modern Europeanist, two South Asia specialists, and a sociologist—provided 
insightful questions to stimulate the conversations further. UBC graduate students in 
History and Asian Studies served both as panel moderators facilitating the panels and 
as volunteers supporting the logistics of the event. 

The conference concerned itself with four themes: Geography, Theories, Experiences, 
and Technologies of Statecraft. Using mainly a historical approach, panellists and 
commentators engaged with each other on late-Imperial Chinese statecraft, its 
perception by contemporary European counterparts, and its continuing influence in 
modern Chinese statecraft, to better understand the history and practices of Chinese 
governance. As part of the conference, Dr. Brook offered his insights in a public lecture 
held on September 9, “By What Right Does the Emperor Rule: Statecraft Technology 
and the Problem of Monarchy”. 

 

More than forty scholars from around the world gathered in the Room of Many Trees 
at the Liu Institute for Global Issues—most attending in person, with a half-dozen 
joining via Zoom.  



 

 

This conference was also hosted by the Republic of China Chair, and the HSBC Chair 
at the Institute of Asian Research in the School of Public Policy and Global Affairs, 
and co-sponsored by the Departments of History and Department of Asian Studies, with 
the generous support of the James P. Geiss & Margaret Y. Hsu Foundation and of 
Rosalie and Willem Stronck. 

Green College Series:  

From October 2022 to March 2023, the CCR also collaborated with UBC’s Green 
College to provide a series 
of public lectures centred 
around the rise of China 
and the nature of Chinese 
power. Titled China 
Power, this series brought 
together leading experts 
from a diverse range of 
fields to illuminate how 
power operates internally 
within Chinese society, 
and externally in its 
relations with the rest of 
the world. The series has 
explored how social relations (or guanxi) operate in Chinese society today, the role of 
cultural practices in reproducing and contesting state power in authoritarian China, the 
impact of a rising China on the established global order, and the projection of China’s 
soft power overseas. 



Collaboration with other UBC organizations: 

CCR also works with other like-minded UBC organizations and departments to 
facilitate constructive conversation and scholarly exchange on topics of interest. It has 
been a long-time partner with UBC’s Hong Kong Studies Initiative and is also involved 
with the student-run “HUA Dialogue” program, a platform for discussions of social, 
cultural, and political issues related to the overseas Chinese communities. 

 

2023-2024 Events:  

Several events are currently in the preliminary stages of preparation. Green College will 
continue to host a public lecture series on China. This year's theme is "China Logics" 
and aims to convene a group of experts and unpack their understanding of how China 
operates across time, space, and interactions. Professor Juliet Lu, who sits on the CCR 
Management Committee, is also planning an international conference on China's global 
presence in March 2024. 

Promotional poster used for the series. 


