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About  
The Centre for Japanese Research (CJR) is one of the five regional centres under the Institute of 
Asian Research. CJR promotes a wide variety of topics dealing with Japan and its relationship 
with the global community. The Centre presents lectures, seminars, workshops, and symposia 
on topics related to Japan. It also engages in various activities that encourage personal and 
organizational interactions between Canada and Japan. It accepts academic and other visiting 
researchers from universities, governments and international organizations who are interested 
in research on Japan.  

www.cjr.iar.ubc.ca  

The Institute of Asian Research (IAR) has been the premier Asia-focused research institute and 
think tank in Canada since 1978. IAR is the focal point for Asia policy and current affairs at the 
University of British Columbia. IAR hosts five regional centres  

 

We acknowledge that the University of British Columbia (Point Grey Campus) is located on 

the traditional, ancestral, and unceded territory of the xwməθkwəy̓ əm (Musqueam) People.  

http://www.cjr.iar.ubc.ca/
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Looking Ahead 
 

The Centre for Japanese Research (CJR) hosted over 20 events during the 
academic year of 2019-2020, interrupted by the COVID-19 pandemic that closed 
the UBC Vancouver campus in late March. Actualized events included a workshop 
on “Japan’s Leadership in the Liberal International Order” in January 2020 and a 
symposium on “Translation and Modernity in Japan” in March 2020. CJR also 
sponsored events with the UBC Library, the School of Public Policy and Global 
Affairs, the Department of Asian Studies, Theater at UBC, the Department of 
Educational Studies, Allard School of Law, the Institute of Asian Research, the 
Centre for Korean Research, the Centre for Feminist Legal Studies, the Consulate-
General of Japan, Vancouver, the Hasekura League, and the Japan Society for the 
Promotion of Science.  
 
In addition, the proceedings from the Hokkaidō 150 Workshop have been 
published as a roundtable in Critical Asian Studies in October 2019 and past CJR 
co-director Christina Laffin represented the Centre at a signing ceremony for a 
Memorandum of Understanding with the Institute of International Studies at 
Gakushūin Women’s College in November 2019.  
 
Activities for the forthcoming 2020-2021 academic year remain unclear. UBC has 
announced that most of its classes will be delivered online. CJR is committed to 
step-up to the challenges presented by the pandemic in searching for new and 
novels ways of continuing to disseminate research findings about Japan as well as 
providing a sense of community for researchers focused on Japan. 
 
The Centre for Japanese Research will do its best to continue its role across 
campus as a place to find out about Japan, to support a range of Japanese studies 
and activities, and to bring together scholars from diverse department and 
faculties into productive conversation. 
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Visiting Researchers 
 

NEZU Tomohiko (Ritsumeikan University) 

Title: A Study of the Contemporary History of North American Journalism: 
Focusing on the Watergate Scandal and Ben Bradlee 

Abstract: I have been studying the history of Japanese journalism from the 1960s 
to the 1970s. During my stay at UBC this time I aim to clarify the characteristics of 
the history of North American journalism around 1970 in order to obtain a 
comparative viewpoint to my research. I will pay particular attention to the 
Watergate scandal that is regarded as a representative of the research coverage 
and want to analyze the evaluation from the tone of the Japanese and Canadian 
newspapers. In the Watergate scandal that occurred in 1972, the Washington 
Post pursued the incident and forced President Nixon to resign. In 1971 of the 
previous year the New York Times scooped the Pentagon Papers. Meanwhile, in 
Japan in 1974 journalist Takashi Tachibana announced his "Tanaka Kakuei Study" 
in the magazine Bungei Shunjū. This revealed a monetary scandal by Prime 
Minister Kakuei Tanaka, which ultimately became a situation where Prime 
Minister Tanaka resigned. Thus, the 1970s seems to be a period during which 
research coverage made progress. 

Japan, which was occupied by the United States after World War II, and Canada, a 
neighbor of the U.S., have a fateful relationship with U.S. and have received 
strong cultural influences. In that sense it is interesting to compare the two 
countries. This time, mainly through the Watergate scandal, I will collect editorials 
from  newspaper companies in Canada (such as "The Vancouver Sun", "The Globe 
and Mail", "Toronto Star", etc.) and Japan. Then I would like to reveal the 
characteristics of journalism in North America while considering the reports. 
Although there are certain studies of the case in Japan and the U.S., there are no 
studies incorporating viewpoints and incidents from Canada. Historically, 
comparing the relationship with the United States, Japan is subordinate, whereas 
Canada has a certain independence (which is also reflected in education in 
Canada's media literacy). This aspect is also a merit of comparing the three 
countries. 

http://research-db.ritsumei.ac.jp/Profiles/112/0011102/prof_e.html
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Furthermore, I will analyze the autobiography of the Washington Post editor Ben 
Bradlee (1921-2014) who pursued Watergate scandal and the autobiography of 
the company's owner Katherine Graham (1917-2001). By doing so, I would like to 
clarify the characteristics of the Washington Post that could do systematic 
research coverage. For this reason, although it is a short period of time, I will also 
try to do similar surveys in Washington DC in the United States. 

Finally, I am interested in the history of Japanese Canadians, so I would like to 
collect materials at the Nikkei National Museum and Museum of Vancouver. 
Examining the history of regional newspapers of Japanese Canadians such as 
"Vancouver Shinpō" will contribute to this research, clarifying the characteristics 
of the contemporary history of North American journalism from multiple 
perspectives. 

Workshop: “Rethinking the Cultural Cartographies of Tokyo in Japanese Media” 
(January 2020) 
Research Map Profile: https://researchmap.jp/7000008211 

 

  

https://cjr.iar.ubc.ca/rethinking-the-cultural-cartographies-of-tokyo-in-japanese-media/
https://researchmap.jp/7000008211
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NIIMI Akihiko (Waseda University) 

Title: Research and pedagogy in Japanese studies: current trends in Canada and 
the US 

Abstract: During the twelve months of my sabbatical, I aim to better understand 
the practices, themes, and approaches that are currently being applied across the 
disciplines that contribute to Japan Studies in North America. With the support of 
the Centre for Japanese Research and the Department of Asian Studies, I hope to 
work with scholars at the University of British Columbia who teach in the fields of 
Japanese literature, history, religion, and intellectual history to observe their 
teaching approaches in the classroom. I look forward to the possibility of 
collaborating with Professors Christina Laffin and Joshua Mostow through their 
research and teaching and to supporting the research of graduate students. I 
hope to foster a conversation between researchers in Japan and at UBC by 
helping to organize a year-long colloquium which would bring a series of scholars 
to work with students and faculty members. I am also in discussion with librarians 
and faculty members about analyzing the content of the rare books held in UBC 
library collections and creating a database related to these items. 

Lecture: “The Visualization of The Tale of Genji in Manga” (January 2020) 
Research Map Profile: https://researchmap.jp/read0204753 
 

  

http://researchers.waseda.jp/profile/en.7e55addbbf60ea891c7de27f01215025.html
https://cjr.iar.ubc.ca/the-visualization-of-the-tale-of-genji-in-manga/
https://researchmap.jp/read0204753
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YONEMURA Miyuki (Senshu University) 

Title: Hayao Miyazaki and Adaptation: The Representation of War in "Howl's 
Moving Castle" 

Abstract: I am studying Japanese animation movies including Studio Ghibli’s 
works such as Miyazaki Hayao and Takahata Isao. 

Hayao Miyazaki's movies are widely accepted in Canada through Disney's 
distribution. We Japanese call Disney’s adaptation films the North American 
versions. There are seen unique expressions in the North American versions. So, 
they might accept different images of Hayao Miyazaki or Studio Ghibli in Canada. 

I would like to research them while paying attention to the cultural differences 
between the two countries. I will collect articles written about Hayao Miyazaki in 
English, and conduct acceptance research based on them. I will undertake  
research on subtitling and conduct interviews with audiences. 

The Japanese animated film director Hayao Miyazaki is characterized by his free 
adaptation of original works, and his film "Howl's Moving Castle" has the 
noteworthy aspect of representing war. 

The first thing that I would like to discuss is Miyazaki's adaptation process. 
"Howl's Moving Castle" is based on a children's book by Diana Wynne Jones. 
When comparing other Miyazaki movies with the original works they are based 
on, it is clear that Miyazaki's movies greatly dramatize the original material. 
Therefore, it is better for the two works of Miyazaki and Jones to be considered as 
separate works when examining the characters and the story. Hayao Miyazaki's 
artistry is visible in his process of adaptation. 

The second point that I would like to make is about the representation of war. 
Among the numerous elements that Miyazaki added to "Howl's Moving Castle," 
the distinguishing point is that Miyazaki added elements of war which do not 
appear in Jones' original novel. Especially in the second half of the movie, a scene 
of combat appears, which creates a strong impression. However, Miyazaki's 
depiction of war has been criticized for contradictions in how war is perceived. 
What is noteworthy here is the film was created under the influence of the Iraq 
War, which summons to mind the Asia-Pacific War. Miyazaki's war experience had 

http://www.isc.senshu-u.ac.jp/~thb0785/index.html
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a great influence on the production of "Howl's Moving Castle" and, intriguingly 
enough, traces of Miyazaki's experience can be seen in the film. 

In conclusion, "Howl's Moving Castle" has its own originality in being a free 
adaptation, and it is possible to evaluate Hayao Miyazaki by examining his 
adaptation. The diverse contradictions which can be seen in "Howl's Moving 
Castle" can also be evaluated as the scars of Miyazaki's experiences. 

Lecture: “Hayao Miyazaki and Adaptation: Themes of War and Aging in “Howl’s 
Moving Castle”” (February 2020) 
Research Map Profile: https://researchmap.jp/read0096588/?lang=english 

 

 

  

https://cjr.iar.ubc.ca/hayao-miyazaki-and-adaptation-themes-of-war-and-aging-in-howls-moving-castle/
https://cjr.iar.ubc.ca/hayao-miyazaki-and-adaptation-themes-of-war-and-aging-in-howls-moving-castle/
https://researchmap.jp/read0096588/?lang=english
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CJR Events 2019-20 
 
September 2019 
 
SEPT 10 | “Travelling Texts and East Asia: A Comparison of Titles in Classical 
Literary Works" (in Japanese) 

Ono Yasuo (Chuo University) 
 

SEPT 17 | “Between Local Distinction and Global Reputation: University 
Rankings and Changing Employment in Japan” 
  Hosted by the Department of Educational Studies 

Mayumi Ishikawa (Osaka University) 
 
SEPT 18 | "The Warrior Atsumori: Uzawa Noh”  
  Co-presented with Theatre at UBC 

Hisa Uzawa (Kanze School of noh) 
Hikaru Uzawa (Kanze School of noh) 

 
SEPT 25 | “Investigation of Book Covers and Paper from the Edo Period” 

Part of CJR Lunchtime Lecture Series 
  Kazuko Hioki (University of Hawai’i Mānoa) 
 

October 2019 
 
OCT | New Publication: Hokkaidō 150: settler colonialism and Indigeneity in 
modern Japan and beyond 

The proceedings from the Hokkaidō 150 Workshop, which took 
place earlier in 2019, have been published as a roundtable in 
Critical Asian Studies. 

 
OCT 9 | “Experience, Intertextuality, and Chinese Texts as Resources of 
Description: Kaidōki and Some Other Travel Writings in Premodern Japan” 
(in Japanese) 

Part of CJR Lunchtime Lecture Series 
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Keisuke Unno (National Institute of Japanese Literature) 
 
OCT 10 | “Twists and Turns of Japan’s Neighbourly Relations” 

Yoshihide Soeya (Keio University) 
 
OCT 16 | “Gogh/Gohho” 

Part of CJR Lunchtime Lecture Series 
Ignacio Adriasola (UBC) 

 
OCT 28 | “Walk in Canada, Talk on Japan: Foreign Policy, Economy, Culture, 
and International Relations” 

 In cooperation with the Consulate-General of Japan, Vancouver 
Kenjiro Monji (Former Ambassador of Japan) 
Keita Kakehashi (Nippon Sheet Glass Company) 
Saki Matsunaka (Fukui University) 
Miho Kurosaki (Bloomberg New Energy Finance) 
Jonathan Berkshire Miller (Japan Institute of International Affairs) 

 
OCT 30 | “Crossing the Threshold: Home-Leaving and Home-Making in the 
Works of Japanese Female Directors” 

Part of CJR Lunchtime Lecture Series 
Colleen A. Laird (UBC) 

 

November 2019 
 
NOV 5 | “Sexual Harassment and Japanese Law in International Context” 

Co-organized with Allard School of Law and the Centre for Feminist 
Legal Studies 
Masako Kamiya (Gakushūin University) 
 

NOV 13 | Memorandum of Understanding Signing Ceremony 
On November 13, past CJR co-director Christina Laffin represented 
the Centre at a signing ceremony for a Memorandum of 
Understanding with the Institute of International Studies at 
Gakushūin Women’s College. Professor Laffin offered a lecture in 
Japanese on the institutional history of Japanese literary studies 
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outside Japan and plans were made for a series of future events 
and opportunities involving faculty and students.  

 
NOV 14 | “The Dilemma of Faith in Modern Japanese Literature” 

Massimiliano Tomasi (Western Washington University) 
 
NOV 20 | “The Literature and Calligraphy Introduced by Kūkai” (in Japanese) 

Part of CJR Lunchtime Lecture Series 
Kōno Kimiko (Waseda University) 

 
NOV 27 | “Teaching Beyond Textbooks: Introduction of Discourse-Pragmatic 
Instruction in L2 Classroom” 

Part of CJR Lunchtime Lecture Series 
Saori Hoshi (UBC) 

 
NOV 29 | “The “History Wars” and the “Comfort Woman” Issue: Revisionism 
and the Right-wing in Contemporary Japan, U.S., and Canada” 
  Co-presented with the Centre for Korean Research 

Tomomi Yamaguchi (Montana State University) 
Satoko Oka Norimatsu (Asia-Pacific Journal: Japan Focus)  

 

January 2020 
 
JAN 22| “The Visualization of The Tale of Genji in Manga” (in Japanese) 

Part of CJR Lunchtime Lecture Series 
Akihiko Niimi (Waseda University) 

 
JAN 24| “Workshop: Japan’s Leadership in the Liberal International Order” 
  Co-presented by the School of Public Policy and Global Affairs 

Yves Tiberghien (UBC) 
Joseph Caron (Former Ambassador to Japan) 
T.J. Pempel (UC Berkeley) 
Harukata Takenaka (National Graduate Institute for Policy Studies) 
Alan Alexandroff (University of Toronto) 
Mireya Solis (Brookings Institution) 
Don Campbell (Former Ambassador to Japan) 
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Vinod Aggarwal (UC Berkeley) 
Mireya Solis (Brookings Institution) 
Grace Jaramillo (Asia Pacific Foundation Canada) 
Hiroki Takeuchi (Southern Methodist University) 
Leslie Armijo (Simon Fraser University) 
Saori Katada (University of Southern California) 
Philip Lipscy (University of Toronto) 
Masahiro Kawai (University of Tokyo) 
Jeff Kucharski (Royal Roads University)  
Miyajima Hideaki (Waseda University) 
Jeff Reeves (Asia Pacific Foundation Canada) 
Kristi Govella (University of Hawai’i Manoa) 
Sayuri Romei (Wilson Center) 
David Welch (University of Waterloo)  
Paul Evans (UBC) 

 
JAN 29 | “Washed by the waves of Waka Bay: Translating the Poetry Contest in 
Six Hundred Rounds” 

Part of CJR Lunchtime Lecture Series 
Thomas E. McAuley (University of Sheffield)   

 
JAN 31 | “Workshop: Rethinking the Cultural Cartographies of Tokyo in 
Japanese Media” 
  Co-sponsored by the Department of Asian Studies 

Christina Yi (UBC) 
Tanaka Yukari (Nihon University) 
Hayashi Naoki (Nihon University) 
Toeda Hirokazu (Waseda University) 
Nezu Tomohiko (Ritsumeikan University) 

 

February 2020 
 
FEB 5 | “Japanese Rare Books (Wahon) and Bindings: A Guide to Characteristics 
and Handling” (in Japanese) 

Part of CJR Lunchtime Lecture Series 
Takahiro Sasaki (Keio Institute of Oriental Classics)  
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FEB 6 | “Paper,” Binding, Book: Perspectives from Japan, India, and Tibet” 
  Co-sponsored by the Japan Society for the Promotion of Science 

and the Institute of Asian Research 
Takahiro Sasaki (Keio Institute of Oriental Classics)  
Adheesh Sathaye (UBC)  
Dagmar Schwerk (UBC) 
Hasan Siddiqui (UBC) 

 
FEB 12 | “Hayao Miyazaki and Adaptation: Themes of War and Aging in “Howl’s 
Moving Castle” (in Japanese) 

Part of CJR Lunchtime Lecture Series 
Miyuki Yonemura (Senshu University)  

 
FEB 26 | “Architecture for Japan’s Shrinking Cities” 

Part of CJR Lunchtime Lecture Series 
Mari Fujita (UBC)  

 

March 2020 
 
MAR 5 | “Hagio Moto’s Shōjo Manga and Her Science Fictional Imagination” 
(in Japanese) 

Part of CJR Lunchtime Lecture Series 
Kotani Mari (Meiji University)  

 
MAR 6-7 | “Symposium: Translation and Modernity in Japan” 
  Co-sponsored by Hasekura League 

Tatsumi Takayuki (Keio University) 
Jeffrey Angles (Western Michigan State University)  
Rebecca Copeland (Washington University) 
Christopher Craig (Tohoku University)  
Steven Dodd (SOAS) 
Michael Emmerich (UCLA) 
Joshua Mostow (UBC) 
Kotani Mari (Meiji University)  
Paola Scrolavezza (Bologna University) 
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Zdenka Svarkova (Charles University) 
Ben Whaley (University of Calgary)  
Sharalyn Orbaugh (UBC)  

 

CJR COVID-19 Update 
 
Due to the circumstances surrounding COVID-19 and UBC’s safety precautions, 
CJR suspended all events for the remainder of the term.  
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Event Poster and Photos 
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Originally posted on the Department of Asian Studies website at:  

https://asia.ubc.ca/news/event-recap-the-warrior-atsumori/  

https://asia.ubc.ca/news/event-recap-the-warrior-atsumori/
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Memorandum of Understanding Signing Ceremony  
 

 
Figure 1: Left to right, Institute of International Studies Director Jun Konno, President Norishiro Kondo, past 

CJR co-director Christina Laffin, Professor Emeritus Kazuo Tokuda. 
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Originally posted on CJR website at:   

https://cjr.iar.ubc.ca/memorandum-of-understanding-signing-ceremony/   

https://cjr.iar.ubc.ca/memorandum-of-understanding-signing-ceremony/
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Originally posted on Adrienne Vahn’s Twitter at:  

https://twitter.com/adriennevahn/status/1221192353118998528 

 

 

 
 

Originally posted on Grace Jaramillo’s Twitter at: 

https://twitter.com/GraceJ_IPE/status/1220887955931189248 

 

https://twitter.com/adriennevahn/status/1221192353118998528
https://twitter.com/GraceJ_IPE/status/1220887955931189248
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Figure 2: Photo of Dr. McAuley at UBC’s Nitobe Garden 

 

 
 

Originally posted on Dr. Christina Laffin’s Twitter at:  

https://twitter.com/ChristinaLaffin/status/1222777409214144512 

https://twitter.com/ChristinaLaffin/status/1222777409214144512
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Figure 3: On Thursday, February 6th, three Asian Studies faculty joined book history expert Dr. Takahiro 

Sasaki (Keio University) in a discussion of Japanese paper production, binding techniques, and book formats. 

 

 
Figure 4: Dr. Adheesh Sathaye spoke about early medieval Sanskrit drama, aesthetics, and narrative literature. 
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Figure 5: Dr. Dagmar Schwerk introduced main components of Tibetan paper also in comparison to Japanese 

paper, different techniques of manually producing paper in Tibet and Bhutan, and the development of several 

book formats. She further discussed how the meaning of scripture as the embodiment of the “Buddha’s 

Speech” has significantly influenced the material aspects and design of books and the respective massive 

production of manuscripts and block prints in the Tibetan cultural area. 

 

 
Figure 6: Dr. Hasan Siddiqui talked about paper and binding in India under the Mughal empire (16th-18th 

centuries). He discussed how the use of a couple of different, popular styles of decorated paper from the period 

was influenced by styles developed in other parts of the world. 

 

Originally posted on the Department of Asian Studies website at:  

https://asia.ubc.ca/news/paper-binding-book-perspectives-from-japan-india-and-tibet/  

 

https://asia.ubc.ca/news/paper-binding-book-perspectives-from-japan-india-and-tibet/
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Note the following changes due to COVID-19 travel restrictions:  

 

Rebecca Copeland’s presentation was read by Sharalyn Orbaugh. 

Anne Sakai-Bayard’s presentation was replaced by Sharalyn Orbaugh.  

Michael Emmerich’s presentation was conducted via video conference.  
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